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Left: Uncle Larry Walsh at Breaking Ground Ceremony, 2024. Image by Thuy Vy. 
 Cover: In Place by Na Djinang Circus, 2024. Image by Jacinta Keefe. 
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As Footscray Community Arts’ Indigenous Advisory Group, we carry 
the deep responsibility of caring for culture and community—past, 
present and future. This year, our focus has been firmly set on the path 
ahead, as we plan for the transformation of Footscray Community Arts' 
outdoor spaces into a revitalised public place that speak to our stories, 
our ceremonies, and our sovereignty.

We are proud to have appointed Moorina Bonini—a Yorta Yorta, 
Wurundjeri, and Wiradjuri artist—to embed her vision into the design 
of the new outdoor performance space. Her work will help shape a site 
where people can gather, yarn and connect with culture.

We also welcomed Ben Moodie (Kamilaroi/Gamilaroi) to our Advisory 
Group, whose vibrant energy and passion for storytelling through 
many artforms strengthens our circle.

Our connections internationally also grew. We were honoured to host 
Ainu artist Mayunkiki in early 2024, the final step in the current round 
of an artistic exchange with Japan’s Indigenous Ainu community. This 
built on Ngioka Bunda-Heath’s 2023 residency in Tokyo and Hokkaido. 
Recognition through Creative Australia’s Asia Pacific Art Awards 
affirms the power of First Nations exchange—and we look forward to 
its continuation into 2025 and beyond.

This year we farewelled Dan Mitchell, who dedicated five years to 
guiding and delivering our Indigenous cultural programming. His care 
and commitment will always be remembered. We now welcome Naomi 
Oakley into this vital role, and she is already carrying this legacy 
forward with strength and heart.

The final breath of the amphitheatre before construction began was 
Na Djinang’s In Place—a stunning performance rooted in cultural 
connection and acrobatic brilliance.

At the heart of all this is custodianship. As Elders, we remain proud to 
guide and protect this place—for now, and for the generations to come.

N'arweet Dr Carolyn Briggs AM and Uncle Larry Walsh on behalf 
of the Indigenous Advisory Group

A Message from the Elders in Residence
Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the 
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation. We offer  
our respect to the Elders of these traditional lands, and through 
them, to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

We thank the Elders in Residence – N’arweet Dr Carolyn Briggs AM 
and Uncle Larry Walsh – and the Indigenous Advisory Group for their 
ongoing guidance and leadership at Footscray Community Arts. 
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Chair's Report 
In 2024, we marked a historic  
milestone—Footscray Community  
Arts’ 50th anniversary. It’s humbling  
to reflect on how a group of passionate 
local artists and community members 
transformed a grassroots movement 
into a beacon of creativity, inclusion 
and cultural leadership in Melbourne’s 
West. For five decades, this organisation 
has been shaped by countless artists, 
audiences, staff, members and supporters 
who have contributed to its evolving 
story. Their collective efforts have  
created a place where all artists  
feel like they belong—and that is 
something truly worth celebrating. 

One of our most exciting developments 
this year was the progression of the new 
outdoor performance space, generously 
supported by the Victorian State 
Government. With the appointment of 
construction company 2Construct, and a 
powerful smoking ceremony to farewell 
the much-loved amphitheatre, we 
officially broke ground. The celebration, 
soundtracked by the incredible Cool 
Out Sun, gave a taste of what’s to 
come—a space activated by community, 
for community. We thank Maribyrnong 
Council CEO, Celia Haddock, and Katie 
Hall MP for joining the Breaking Ground 
Ceremony and voicing their ongoing 
support and advocacy.

Leading us through this pivotal 
transition are our Board, Indigenous 
Advisory Group, CEO Artistic Director 
Daniel Santangeli, General Manager 
Allie Stapleton, and Artistic Program 
Manager Asha Bee Abraham, who will 
guide our vision and operations during 

this significant phase. As we reflect on 
the achievements of 2024, I would like 
to acknowledge Bec Cole for her work 
as Co-CEO and Executive Director over 
2023 and 2024 and her contributions to 
Footscray Community Arts.

This year we welcomed new Board 
members Bianca Benjamin, Jack Forbes-
Walker, and Michelle Wong. We said 
farewell to Deputy Chair Monica Forson 
and warmly welcomed Lung Ong into that 
role. Thank you to all my Board colleagues 
who go above and beyond in their 
service. Our Board Observership Program 
continues to thrive—this year we were 
fortunate to have Erika Osborn and Aman 
Gaur contribute deeply to our work.

A heartfelt thank you goes to our 
Indigenous Advisory Group, whose 
guidance through our dual governance 
model is invaluable. Their wisdom as 
Elders, artists, cultural workers, and 
community leaders is embedded in  
all that we do.

In marking our 50th anniversary, we 
proudly welcomed a new cohort of  
Life Members acknowledging their 
significant contribution to our vibrant 
community: Rani Pramesti, Ibby Ibrahim, 
Maree Clarke, Jason Rostant, Darren 
Gee, John Harvey, Larissa MacFarlane, 
Stephen Groat, Pamela Debrincat,  
Daniel Seifu, & Steven Tran.

I would also like honour the memory 
of Life Member and former Chair Joan 
Coxsedge, and long-time ArtLife artists 
Angelo Petropoulos and Liz Hofbauer, 
who have left lasting legacies on 
Footscray Community Arts.

Finally, a thank you message to our 
core partners – Creative Australia, 
Creative Victoria, and Maribyrnong 
City Council – as well as all those 
who invest in the work of Footscray 
Community Arts. Your investment is 
transformational and deeply impactful 
for creativity in the west.

To our staff, artists, and community—
thank you. You are the heart of 
Footscray Community Arts.

Julia White 
Chair — Footscray Community Arts

Image: Cool Out Sun performs at Breaking Ground Ceremony, 2024. Image by Thuy Vy.
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Image: Queer PHOTO 2024: Alteration by FAFSWAG. Image by Will Hamilton Coates.

Executive Report
2024 was a vibrant and expansive year 
for Footscray Community Arts, with over 
101,000 visitors engaging in our programs. 
We opened the year with Queer PHOTO, 
a bold photographic exhibition series 
and public program in partnership with 
Midsumma Festival and Photo Australia. 
This set the tone for a year that placed 
artists and community at the centre of 
everything we do.

It was a joy to welcome back TILDE 
Trans and Gender Diverse Film Festival, 
a long-standing event that celebrated its 
10th anniversary. Our visual arts program 
was exceptional, including Sophie 
Cassar’s Sutures and Steffie Yee’s Chinese 
Restaurant Playground—both developed 
through our studio residency program.

The ArtLife program—supporting d/Deaf 
and Disabled artists—continued to thrive 
with a revitalised workshop structure. 
Highlights included the ArtLife Showcase, 
Rhythm in Ruby Shoes by Emily Dober, 
and a striking mural by Thomas Miller.

Our role as the official arts partner of 
the New Footscray Hospital also saw us 
continue to curate a public art program 
for the hospital’s opening in late 2025.

We were proud to host hundreds of 
primary school students from lower SES 
schools in Melbourne’s west through 
our Schools Program—offering vital early 
experiences of creativity and culture.

In 2024 we began actioning our Disability 
Inclusion Action Plan—created in 2022 
through deep consultation with d/Deaf 
and Disabled artists, artsworkers,  

and communities. This work is central to 
our long-term vision of inclusive practice.

We also made significant progress on our 
Digital Systems in Review project, most 
notably transitioning to a new Customer 
Relationship Management (CRM) system 
—a huge achievement for our team.

Like many in the arts, 2024 was a year of 
rebuilding. We continued to navigate the 
challenges of post-pandemic recovery and 
the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. This year, 
we accessed a portion of reserves built 
through a COVID-19 recovery investment 
by the Victorian Government. These funds 
enabled us to maintain momentum and 
stability as we look to the future.

To our generous donors—thank you.  
Many of you contributed through our  
New Commissions Fund, which has 
enabled a raft of exciting artist projects  
for 2024 and 2025.

To our staff: thank you. Your commitment 
and care ensure this organisation continues 
to flourish. And, finally, to our artists—thank 
you for the courage, brilliance and vision 
you bring to Footscray Community Arts. 

Daniel Santangeli 
CEO and Artistic Director
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This diversity matrix describes the spread of representation across the different roles at 
Footscray Community Arts – from governance to leadership to casual staff. Footscray 
Community Arts is proud to champion equity at every level of the organisation.

Role/Level First Nations Culturally 
Diverse

d/Deaf or 
Disabled LGBTIQA+

Board

Indigenous 
Advisory Group
Executive & Senior 
Leadership Team

Managers

Core Staff

Casual Staff

Diversity Matrix

Image: Patrons at Queer Out West, 2024. Image by Matto Lucas.

2024 in Numbers

101,902

73

26%

$456,665 $3,052,284

22%

373
Artists

153 551

95%
of artists in our  
program identify  
as at least one of  
the communities  
we centre

Events, Programs 
and Workshops  
Delivered

of artists in our 
program identify 
as First Nations

Fees and salaries paid to  
creative practitioners

Value of in-kind venue use provided  
to community and artists

of income self-generated

Staff members

Total visitors

Individual donations

“'It has been wonderfully inspirational. I enjoyed my time 
here and every one was welcoming and friendly. It was a safe 

space to experiment and explore expression”
 – Audience member, Queer PHOTO

"A venue committed to platforming artists  
traditionally sidelined by mainstream galleries”

– Helen Hughes, art critic

“I liked using photography to capture  
what I love and tell my story." 

– Student, Footscray High School
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Above: Archival photo of Footscray Community Arts. Date Unknown.

Footscray Community Arts Turns 50
2024 marked the 50th anniversary of Footscray Community Arts— 
five decades of creative practice, cultural leadership, and  
community connection. 

From our founding in a tin shed gifted by our long-term partner Victoria University  
to the successful campaign to save Henderson House in 1977, our story is rooted in  
activism, access, and artist-first values. Our year-round programs have fostered  
generations of contemporary arts practitioners. In 2011, the precinct formally  
expanded into the Warehouse building.

Across the year, we celebrated this milestone by honouring our past while  
investing in our future through the revitalisation of our riverside lawns into  
a custom-built outdoor performance space.

Fifty years on, our founding principle of ‘access for all’ continues to guide everything we do—
shaping new generations of artists and audiences in Melbourne’s West and beyond.

Queer PHOTO
As part of Midsumma Festival and PHOTO 2024 International Festival of 
Photography, Footscray Community Arts proudly hosted Queer PHOTO—
an evocative program of photographic exhibitions, outdoor activations and 
immersive public events. Seen through the queer gaze, works explored themes  
of identity, culture, sexuality, and resilience. Featured artists included Clifford 
Prince King (USA), whose deeply personal images captured the intimacy of  
queer Black life in domestic settings, and Derik Lynch and Matthew Thorne (AUS), 
whose film Marungka Tjalatjunu (Dipped in Black) followed Lynch’s powerful 
return to Country. Jake Elwes (UK), Lilah Benetti (AU), Daniel Jack Lyons (US), 
Salote Tawale (FJ/AUS) and FAFSWAG (NZ) lit up our lawns with evocative 
photographic installations celebrating the convergence of cultural boundaries, 
bodily autonomy and sex positivity—inviting thousands of visitors to engage in 
diverse and defiant acts of storytelling. The program was launched with Queer 
Out West with music by Djanaba, Soju Gang, Aqueerius and WALLA C.

In our Roslyn Smorgon Gallery, Salote Tawale’s Exquisite Corpse invited audiences 
to reflect on her lived experience across Fijian and Australian cultures, linking 
Indigenous knowledge systems with contemporary image-making.

2024 Highlights 

Image: Queer PHOTO: Like a River by Daniel Jack Lyons, 2024. Image by Will Hamilton Coates.
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Below: In Place by Na Djinang Circus at Melbourne Fringe 2024. Image by Jacinta Keefe.

In Place by Na Djinang Circus 
Commissioned by Footscray Community Arts and Melbourne Fringe,  
In Place was a striking First Nations-led contemporary circus work 
by Na Djinang Circus that brought audiences into the outdoor 
amphitheatre—honouring the legacy of the space before construction 
works commenced. With a sold out and award winning performance 
season (Melbourne Fringe Festival Awards: Best Circus & Best 
Emerging Indigenous Artist, Maggie Church-Kopp), this world 
premiere was the culmination of a year-long development that blended 
acrobatics, durational community participation, environmental 
storytelling and deep listening to Country. Wakka Wakka founder of  
Na Djinang Circus Harley Mann and his ensemble asked: when Country 
is divided, what becomes of us? Over 12 months, local participants 
nurtured native plants, growing in tandem with the artists. These plants 
became woven into the final performance—forming a living scenography 
and metaphor for restoration. In Place challenged notions of leadership, 
power and community through movement, connecting the strength 
of cultural traditions to the resilience of bodies in intense acrobatics. 
It marked a significant artistic milestone for Na Djinang and a bold 
statement of what contemporary First Nations performance can be.

Image: First Nations Panel at TILDE, 2024. Image by Bho Vé.

TILDE
In 2024, TILDE celebrated its 10th anniversary with its biggest program yet—
held again in partnership with Footscray Community Arts. With 24 films, 7 artist 
exhibitions, 4 world premieres, and multiple sold-out sessions, TILDE became a 
vital gathering space for trans and gender diverse (TGD) communities. Curated 
under the theme “Trans Collectivism,” highlights included SMASH TO BLAK,  
a powerful First Nations opening night presented by Sapphic Flicks, and 
TRANS DOMESTICITY, a cult-hit late-night screening by GAY24. The festival 
launched new commissions, featured a First Nations filmmaker panel, and 
hosted international guests from Aotearoa and the US, deepening global 
connections through a sibling exchange with TRANSlations Film Festival 
(Seattle). TILDE’s program reached over 850 in-person attendees, doubling 
previous records and receiving glowing audience feedback. With a focus on 
community-first storytelling, access, and collective celebration, TILDE 2024 
marked a transformative moment for trans-led screen culture in Australia. 

The festival’s success followed Footscray Community Arts’ 2021 support in 
helping TILDE establish a new community-led structure and secure multi-year 
Creative Victoria funding. 

“One of the most inclusive and accessible events I’ve been to.  
Inclusive example of trans power, creativity, excellence and community.”

– Audience member, TILDE Film Festival



ANNUAL REPORT 2024 | 1413 | ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Image: Chinese Restaurant Playground by Steffie Yee. Image by Gianna Rizzo.

Sutures & Chinese Restaurant Playground
Two powerful exhibitions—Sutures by Sophie Cassar and Chinese 
Restaurant Playground by Steffie Yee 余淑婷—opened in tandem at 
Footscray Community Arts, both emerging from our RESIDENCE 
program. In Sutures, Cassar explored the sexual politics of disability 
through photography, text, and artist books. Throughout the exhibition, 
Sutures offered a reflection on desirability politics, and the subjective 
influence of both the medical and sexual gaze. 

Meanwhile, Steffie Yee’s multimedia installation transformed memories 
of childhood within her family’s Chinese restaurant in regional NSW into 
a joyful, multilingual sensory landscape. Through animation, illustration, 
and video, Yee celebrated a playful nostalgia that humanised Chinese-
Australian migrant stories often overlooked in regional histories.

These exhibitions demonstrated the depth of practice fostered through 
our residency model—offering vital space for bold storytelling, critical 
engagement, and the nurturing of future arts leaders. 

"This project has been very personal and emotional at times, so I’m grateful 
when people connect with what I have put together for this exhibit."

– Artist, Steffie Yee, Chinese Restaurant Playground

Below: Kuda Mapeza performing at Black Wealth Connect, 2024. Image by Nighty Okot.

Future Reset 
Future Reset: Diasporic Dreaming continued as a landmark 
program in 2024, led by Next In Colour in partnership with 
Footscray Community Arts and VicHealth. 

Centring the voices of young people from diaspora communities, 
this multi-year project combined creative experimentation, 
community empowerment, and social impact. Through extensive 
consultation and co-design with local African communities, 
the program reframed artistic representation and community 
gathering through culture-specific practices.

Highlights included the Black Wealth Connect Women’s Summit: 
Metamorphosis—a day of celebration, financial literacy workshops, 
live performance, panel discussions and marketplace activation 
dedicated to the resilience of women from the African diaspora. 
Next In Colour also delivered cultural safety and upskilling 
programs for staff, embedding new tools for working with African 
diaspora communities. Diasporic Dreaming showcased the 
transformative potential of art grounded in community leadership, 
systems change, and joy. 
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New Footscray Hospital 
As the official arts partner of the New Footscray 
Hospital, we advanced our ambitious three-year 
public art curation—connecting community stories 
to Victoria’s largest health infrastructure project. In 
2024, we commissioned artists with deep ties to the 
West to produce a diverse suite of works that speak 
to healing, place, and belonging. Highlights included: 
Journey to Footscray, a dichromatic sculpture series by 
Skunk Control; Heal and Thrive, a series of 80 artworks 
by Olana Janfa, informed by a program of community 
workshops to be installed across patient and staff 
spaces; Time of Renewal, featuring bronze castings by 
Jarra Karalinar Steel; and a 10-metre tapestry by Maree 
Clarke and Mitch Mahoney in partnership with the 
Australian Tapestry Workshop. The hospital’s creative 
identity was further shaped by heritage interpretation 
and wayfinding design rooted in local stories. This 
evolving partnership foregrounded cultural safety, 
Indigenous knowledge, and the role of creativity in 
wellbeing. All public art can be experienced with the 
New Footscray Hospital opening in late 2025. 

ArtLife 
In 2024, our flagship ArtLife program continued to champion d/Deaf 
and Disabled artists through creative development, access to industry 
pathways, and tailored artistic mentorship. A refreshed schedule responded 
directly to artists’ needs, with a renewed focus on visual arts practice.

Highlights included Rhythm in Ruby Shoes, a dynamic exhibition by 
ArtLife Studio artist Emily Dober, presented in partnership with Arts 
Centre Melbourne’s Alter State Festival. Dober’s nostalgic watercolours 
celebrated gender and body diversity, drawing from the worlds of 
dance and musical theatre. Artist Thomas Miller created a bespoke 
mural for Yarraville Gardens—integrating native plants and Edwardian-
era motifs in a nod to the site’s layered histories. Our annual ArtLife 
Showcase: Resonance brought together works from across the ArtLife 
studio, offering a compelling portrait of artistic excellence. We also saw 
Megan Hunter be one of the successful candidates for the Hobsons 
Bay Laneway exhibition, where ten of her pieces were enlarged! As a 
registered NDIS provider, Footscray Community Arts through ArtLife 
continues to centre strength-based practice, supporting artists to thrive 
creatively and professionally. 

Below: Rhythm in Ruby Shoes by Emily Dober. Image by Matto Lucas.  
 Right: Neda Rahmani performs at Breaking Ground Ceremony. Image by Thuy Vy.

Tarnuk-ut baany
Tarnuk-ut baany—meaning “wooden vessels holding 
water” in BoonWurrung—welcomed its second cohort  
of artists in 2024. Tarnuk-ut baany is a dedicated cultural 
development program supporting the growth of First 
Nations artists in Victoria. Led by and for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander creatives, the program provides 
a culturally safe space for story sharing, skill-building, 
collaboration, and artistic leadership.

Through mentorship, peer exchange, seed-funding 
and deep connection to Country, participating artists 
developed their creative practices while navigating the 
contemporary arts industry on their own terms. 2024 
participants include Barringunn Bulic, Jahkarli Romanis, 
Karlanya O’Loughlin, Kyle Archie-Knight, Leon Rodgers 
and Priscilla Indich-Navon.

Tarnuk-ut baany reflects our long-term commitment to 
First Nations self-determination in the arts, grounded in 
intergenerational dialogue.
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Set to open in late 2025, the new 
space will offer year-round weather 
protection, improved operations, 
enhanced accessibility, and more green 
space for everyday community use. 
Design is led by MGS Architects and 
Simone Bliss Landscape Architects, with 
project delivery by project managers RP 
Infrastructure and builder 2Construct.

We farewelled the old amphitheatre with 
a powerful ceremony led by Uncle Larry 
Walsh, Aunty Annette Xiberras and Julia 
Adams-Xiberras—featuring performances 
by Cool Out Sun and DJ Nomadic Static.

The new venue will be called Lango, 
through language gifted by Aunty 
Annette. In Woi-Wurrung, Lango means 
“on the edge”—speaking to our location 
on the Maribyrnong River and our spirit 
of innovation. The name comes from 
a family diary of language, honouring 
cultural revitalisation and deep 
connection to Country.

We’re further embedding First Nations 
cultural knowledge into the heart of the 
project—including new commissions 
from artist Moorina Bonini that will be 
embedded throughout the new space.

As part of the precinct revitalisation, 
Footscray Community Arts developed 
a comprehensive Master Plan in 
partnership with Maribyrnong City 
Council. This blueprint reimagines our full 
site—unlocking a future multi-tenanted 
creative precinct across the Warehouse 
and Henderson House. With FCA as the 
lead tenant, plans include an expanded 
gallery footprint to host ambitious, 
large-scale exhibitions. The Master Plan 
enables us to seek further investment to 
meet growing demand for creative space 
in Melbourne’s West.

Reimaging a Cultural Icon – 
Construction is Underway
We broke ground on a major milestone in our 50-year history: the 
redevelopment of our outdoor performance space and surrounding 
greenspace. Backed by an $8.7 million investment from the Victorian 
State Government, this transformation will deliver an architecturally 
designed, accessible venue for music, ceremony, film, talks and 
community gatherings.

This page: Lango Stage renders by MSG Architects and Narrative Graphics, 2025.  
 Left: Breaking Ground Ceremony, 2024. Image by Thuy Vy.



2024 2023 2022 2021 2020

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 6,423,442 2,697,363 2,461,319 1,318,114 1,040,163 

Trade and other receivables 92,621 32,968 337,649 59,182 125,817

Other current assets 47,069 43,890 32,637 29,972 35,147

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 6,563,132 2,774,221 2,831,605 1,407,268 1,201,127

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Property, plant and equipment 141,371 165,643 85,720 65,974 70,159

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 141,371 165,643 85,720 65,974 70,159

TOTAL ASSETS 6,704,503 2,939,864 2,917,325 1,473,242 1,271,286

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade and other payables 116,303 63,229 207,721 58,872 59,344

Financial liabilities 38,231 49,685 25,323 34,838 26,654

Provisions 103,064 108,638 117,867 142,117 104,689

Other current liabilities 6,330,361 2,504,986 2,164,577 1,054,316 833,473

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 6,587,959 2,726,538 2,515,488 1,290,143 1,024,160

TOTAL LIABILITIES 6,587,959 2,726,538 2,515,488 1,290,143 1,024,160

NET ASSETS 116,544 213,326 401,837 183,099 247,126

EQUITY

Accumulated Funds 213,326 401,837 183,100 247,126 12,714

Current Year Earnings (96,782) (188,511) 218,738 (64,027) 234,412

TOTAL EQUITY 116,544 213,326 401,837 183,100 247,126

Statement of Financial Position 
31 December 2024 (Australian Dollar A$)
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Financial Position
Footscray Community Arts is supported by a broad mix of income 
sources, including multi-year operational funding (22%), project funding 
(16%), earned income (22%), and philanthropy, sponsorship and 
donations (11%)—reflecting the diverse ways our work is resourced.

Significant investment from Creative Victoria toward our outdoor 
performance space redevelopment is currently recognised as an 
expense; and with a portion held in Income in Advance contributing 
to an increase in Current Assets. This cash-flow surplus generated 
$118,096 in interest, strengthening our financial resilience.

Support received through the Creative Victoria Sustaining Creative 
Organisations fund in 2022 has been instrumental in helping us navigate 
the ongoing impacts of COVID-19. These reserves enabled Footscray 
Community Arts over the last two years to operate in a deficit budget in 
order to invest in systems improvements and continue delivering powerful 
artistic programs, even amidst rising operational costs.

We enter 2025 with a surplus budget forecast and stable reserves,  
well-positioned to grow our impact and continue serving our community 
with confidence.

Image: New Footscray Hospital commission by Maree Clarke, Mitch Mahoney         	
 and Australian Tapestry Workshop. Image by Astrid Mulder.



2024 2023 2022 2021 2020

INCOME

Self-Generated Income 929,728 1,027,355 1,085,694 743,052 451,315 

Grant Income 2,667,584 2,233,085 2,247,172 1,587,100 1,023,100 

Sponsorship, Philanthropy & Donations 463,419 263,595 201,262 368,903 41,700 

Other Income 16,371 9,597 862 6,333 4,632 

Federal COVID Stimulus -  -   -   162,300 1,058,050 

Interest Received 118,096 -  -   -   -   

TOTAL INCOME 4,195,198 3,533,632 3,534,991 2,867,688 2,578,797 

EXPENDITURE

Program Expenses 653,641 476,672    825,037     641,270     246,403 

Admin Costs 273,266      300,053 195,248 130,242 67,171

Facilities & Maintenance 208,860 202,014 196,742 201,776 150,778

Capital Project Expenses 864,576      646,643              -                  -                  -   

Governance & Compliance 132,203      82,971      68,154       44,493        47,036 

Marketing & Hospitality 75,821   104,462    195,917     208,240      51,503 

Total Salaries including On-Costs 2,057,113   1,906,008   1,829,308  1,697,121  1,778,102 

Bank Fees & Other Charges 26,500 3,321 5,847 8,572 3,391 

TOTAL EXPENSES 4,291,980   3,722,143  3,316,253  2,931,714 2,344,385 

Net Profit (Loss) (96,782)   (188,511)     218,738   (64,027)     234,412 

Statement of Profit and Loss 
1 January 2024 – 31 December 2024 (Australian Dollar A$)

Lead Partners 
Creative Australia 
Creative Victoria 
Maribyrnong City Council 

Major Partners
Office for the Arts 
– Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development 
and Communication
Lord Mayor’s Charitable 
Foundation – Eldon & 
Anne Foote Trust
Victoria University 

Industry Partners 
ArtsWest 
Board Observership 
Program
Maddocks 

Project Partners 
AFTRS 
Brian M Davis Foundation
Department Education & 
Training
Footscray Rotary Aged  
& Community Services 
Fund Inc 
Jewel Box Performances 
Malcolm Robertson 
Foundation
Midsumma Festival
PHOTO Australia
Transurban
VicHealth 
Westgate Tunnel

Thank you to the over 100 individual donors, public and private,  
big and small, thanks so much to you all...

Our Supporters
Donors 
Donations over $5000 

Carrillo Gantner AC
Crispin Butteriss
Kamener Foundation

Public Donations over $1000
Julia White
Anonymous 
Anonymous

Public Donations over $250
Alison Richards
Caitlin Edwards
Clare Bradford
Joe Toohey
Shona Grant
Nanthesh Sivarajah
Neil Gardiner
Robyn Green

New Commission Fund
To celebrate our 50th anniversary, Footscray Community Arts launched the 
New Commissions Fund—2024’s annual donation drive to support bold, 
community-driven art that reflects the diverse stories of the West. Thanks to 
generous contributions from our supporters, the campaign generated significant 
momentum for new artist-led projects and industry opportunities. 2025 outcomes 
include Revolution and Joy, a group exhibition curated by resident artist Bakri 
Mahmoud, and presentations of Sim Chi Yin’s Chronotopia and One Day We’ll 
Understand as part of the Asia-Pacific Triennial of Performing Arts. The Fund 
extends our legacy of access and advocacy by directly resourcing artists whose 
work is not seen enough of in mainstream cultural narratives and institutions.
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Image: Te Bajao for TILDE, 2024. Image by BHO VÉ.
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Staff
Aamer Ahmed

Aaron Ashwood

Alice Freeman

Allie Stapleton

Amy Parker

Amy McMurtrie
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Above: Queer PHOTO: Exquisite Corpse by Salote Tawale, 2024.           
 Image by Will Hamilton Coates.




